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Sec.  Rusk  Outlines  U.S. 
Position  on  Vietnam  Talks 

Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk  has  voiced  hope  that 
the  Vietnam  conflict  would  reach  the  conference  table 
next  year,  noting  that  the  United  States  is  prepared 
to  talk  about  the  problem  without  any  preconditions 
of  any  sort  from  either  side. 

“We  are  prepared  to  have  preliminary  discussions 
with  the  other  side  about  preconditions,  if  they  want 
to  talk  about  those,”  the  secretary  said. 

He  noted  that  U.N.  Secretary-General  U Thant  has 
maximum  leeway  in  his  U.S.-backed  effort  to  get  Viet- 
nam peace  discussions  underway. 

The  secretary  explained:  We  are  prepared  to  come 
to  a conference;  We  are  prepared  to  have  bilateral 
discussions;  We  are  prepared  to  use  intermediaries; 
We  are  prepared  to  have  discreet  and  private  contacts. 

“But  it  is  very  hard,”  Secretary  Rusk  said,  “to  find 
someone  on  the  other  side  who  is  prepared  to  talk 
seriously  about  bringing  this  matter  to  a peaceful 
conclusion.” 

Defense  Sets  Minimum  Standards' 
For  On-Base  Bachelor  Quarters 

In  a move  to  improve  living  quarters  of  officers 
and  career  enlisted  personnel,  the  Defense  Department 
has  set  “Minimum  Standards  of  Adequacy”  that  must 
be  met  for  on-base  occupancy. 

Included  in  conditions  required  for  existing  on-base 
facilities  are: 

• In  grades  0-3  and  above,  the  minimum  standard 
will  be  an  unshared  bedroom,  living  room  and  bath, 
and  access  to  a kitchen. 

• For  0-2s  and  below,  the  minimum  will  be  an 
unshared  accommodation  consisting  of  a combination 
sleeping/living  room,  and  a bath. 

• The  minimum  standard  for  grades  E-7,  E-8  and 
E-9  will  be  a private  sleeping/living  room. 

Beginning  in  FY68,  personnel  in  the  grades  of  E-7 
through  0-3  will  be  permitted  to  live  off-base  and 
draw  BAQ  where  minimum  standards  are  not  met. 

A recent  memorandum  to  Service  Secretaries  also 
establishes  revised  construction  criteria  for  bachelor 
housing. 


—Miss  Nguyen  Ti  Mai, 
headquarters,  watches 
put  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  big  bow  atop  two  CONEX  containers  decorated 
as  holiday  packages  as  part  of  the  unit’s  Christmas 
celebration. 


FY66  Employee  Cost  Reduction 
Suggestions  Reach  All-time  High 

Federal  employees’  cost-cutting  suggestions  hit  an 
all-time  high  during  FY66  producing  Government 
operations  economies  of  more  than  $123  million. 

Three  new  records  were  announced  in  the  report  to 
President  Johnson  from  John  W.  Macy  Jr.,  Civil  Serv- 
ice Commission  Chairman. 

Adopted  employee  suggestions  totaled  140,779,  a 5.5 
percent  increase  over  FY65;  measurable  benefits 
amounted  to  the  more  than  $123  million,  a 28.7  in- 
crease; and  awards  totaled  $4.2  million,  a 6.8  increase. 

Military  services  achieved  a new  12-year  high  in 
the  dollar  amount  of  benefits.  Air  Force,  with  $57.3 
million  savings  from  23,237  adopted  suggestions,  led 
all  agencies. 

Navy  led  the  DOD  group  in  the  number  of  adopted 
suggestions  with  24,889,  a 39  percent  hike,  and  also 
increased  its  measurable  benefits  from  $18.5  million 
to  $20.7  million. 

Army’s  dollar  benefit  return  from  23,064  adopted 
suggestions  rose  13  percent  to  $25  million.  Defense 
Supply  Agency  increased  adopted  suggestions  by  43 
percent  and  dollar  benefits  by  85  percent  to  a record 
$2.6  million. 
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Washington 

Memos 

PRESIDENTIAL  UNIT  CITATION 
has  been  awarded  2nd  Bn.,  1st  Regi- 
ment, 1st  Inf.  Division,  ARVN,  for 
actions  in  Quang  Tri  Province  from 
Aug.  1964-Oct.  1965.  Gen.  William 
C.  Westmoreland  made  presentation 
for  the  President. 

DOD  STATISTICS  REVEAL  that 
6,407  U.  S.  service  personnel  have  lost 
their  lives  in  RVN  through  hostile 
force  actions  from  Jan.  1,  1961 

through  Dec.  17,  1966.  Another  1,472 
lost  their  lives  from  non-hostile  force 
actions. 

BRONZE  STAR  Medal  for  outstand- 
ing Vietnam  service  was  pinned  on 
Capt.  James  B.  Lincoln  by  his  father, 
Lt.  Gen.  Lawrence  J.  Lincoln,  in  Ft. 
Belvoir,  Va.,  ceremonies.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln is  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Logistics,  Department  of  Army. 

MAJOR  AIR  COMMANDS  are  re- 
minded of  Jan.  31  deadline  for  sub- 
mitting nominations  for  several  ma- 
jor awards  and  trophies.  Nomina- 
tions must  be  at  Air  Force  Head- 
quarters for  Aviators’  Valor  Award, 
Cheney  Award,  Collier  Trophy,  Har- 
mon International  Trophy,  Mackay 
Trophy,  Octave  Chanute  Award,  and 
Gen.  Thomas  D.  White  USAF  Space 
Trophy. 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  distrib- 
uted more  than  400,000  Christmas 
cards  to  service  and  veterans  hospitals 
for  patients  to  send  to  their  families. 
About  65,000  went  to  hospitals  over- 
seas. The  cards  were  donated  by 
Greeting  Card  Associations  and  Nor- 
cross,  Inc. 

DURING  VIETNAM  Operation  AT- 
TLEBORO 1st  Infantry  Division 
Transportation  Office  helped  move 
more  than  12  million  pounds  of  men 
and  materials. 


GUARDFISH,  NUCLEAR  POW- 
ERED attack  submarine,  has  been 
commissioned  at  Camden,  N.J.  Guard- 
fish  is  designed  to  carry  submarine 
rocket  (SUBROC)  missile  torpedo. 
Commanding  officer  is  Cmdr.  G.  H. 
Hines,  of  Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

ARMY  COMMANDERS  ARE  told  to 
take  necessary  action  in  counseling 
Vietnam-bound  personnel  about  pro- 
hibition of  importing  privately-owned 
firearms  into  the  country.  Guidance 
is  in  Appendix  III,  AR  55-71. 

FOURTH  MARINE  REGIMENT,  3rd 
Marine  Division,  has  been  awarded 
the  Vietnamese  Cross  of  Gallantry 
with  Palm  for  “outstanding  bravery” 
during  Operations  Hastings  and 
Prairie.  Presentation  was  made  by 
Lt.  Gen.  Cao  Van  Vien,  chief  of  joint 
generals  staff,  RVN. 

NAVY  ICEBREAKER  Burton  Island 
assigned  to  U.S.  Coast  Guard  at  Long 
Beach,  Calif.  Transfer  from  Seattle, 
Wash.,  cutting  500  miles  off  each 
mission  in  support  of  Navy’s  Antarc- 
tic research,  was  accomplished  under 
agreement  making  Coast  Guard  sole 
ice-breaking  agency. 

TWENTY-EIGHT  MINUTE  color 
film  documenting  Air  Force  activities 
during  1966  is  scheduled  for  Com- 
mander’s Call  at  worldwide  Air  Force 
installations  in  January.  The  film 
includes  operations  in  Vietnam,  from 
the  buildup  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay  and 
Tuy  Hoa  to  President  Johnson’s  visit 
to  the  Southeast  Asia  country. 

NAVY  SEABEE  BATTALION  mem- 
bers have  been  honored  by  Republic 
of  Vietnam  for  unit’s  achievement  in 
building  new  detention  area  for  Viet 
Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  prisoners 
of  war.  One  officer  and  four  enlisted 
men  were  presented  the  Vietnamese 
Medal  of  Honor  by  Lt.  Gen,  Lewis  W. 
Walt,  CG,  III  MAF,  and  Gen.  Hoang 
Xuan  Lam,  I Corps  Commander. 

AIR  FORCE  HAS  contracted  for  a 
$6  million  research  program  to  de- 
velop an  automatic  flight  control 
system  that  could  double  useful  life- 
time of  large  flexible  aircraft  such 
as  B-52,  XB-70  and  C-5A. 


BOOM  OPERATOR  classes  for  air- 
men cross-training  from  prop-driven 
KC-97  Stratofreighters  to  jet-power- 
ed KC-135  Stratotankers  have  ended 
at  Castle  AFB,  Calif.  More  than  2,500 
boom  operators  have  cross-trained 
since  program  began  in  1957. 

NASA  WILL  NEGOTIATE  a $15  mil- 
lion contract  with  Douglas  Aircraft 
for  construction  of  14  improved  upper 
stages  for  the  Delta  launch  vehicle. 
Deltas  have  completed  40  successful 
flights,  launching  weather,  communi- 
cations and  scientific  Earth  satellites 
and  Pioneer  deep  space  probes. 

EVERY  OFFICER,  SOLDIER  and 
civilian  employee  at  Ft.  Belvoir,  Va., 
attended  driving  safety  lectures  be- 
fore the  holiday  season.  Belvoir  has 
a perfect  safe  driving  record  for 
Christmas-New  Year’s  for  the  past 
15  years. 

AIR  FORCE  INSTITUTE  of  Tech- 
nology, Wright-Patterson  AFB,  Ohio, 
awarded  43  masters  and  bachelor  of 
science  degrees.  Eighteen  received 
master  of  science  degrees  in  systems 
management  and  22  engineering  de- 
grees. Three  graduate  degrees  were 
in  logistics  management. 

TROMBONE  USED  BY  bandleader 
Glenn  Miller  has  been  added  to  Air 
Force  Museum  displays.  Miller  was 
on  his  way  to  plan  musical  engage- 
ments for  WWII  fighting  men  in  Eu- 
rope when  his  plane  disappeared  over 
the  English  channel  in  December 
1944. 

SAN  ANTONIO  AIR  MATERIEL 
AREA  of  Air  Force  Logistics  Com- 
mand has  been  designated  logistics 
manager  for  new  OV-10  aircraft. 
OV-10  is  a tandem,  two-place,  twin- 
engine,  turbo-prop  aircraft  with 
STOL  capabilities  which  will  be  used 
to  perform  forward  air  control  mis- 
sions, light  armed  reconnaissance  and 
limited  close  air  support. 
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Background  for  Commanders 

NATO  Council  of  Ministers  Meeting 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Dec.  14-16  meeting  of  the  North  Atlantic  Council,  the  foreign,  defense  and  finance  ministers 
of  the  15  NATO  countries  issued  a communique  summarizing  the  proceedings.  Excerpts  appear  beloiv. 


The  Alliance  has  demonstrated  its  value  by  success- 
fully averting  threats  to  peace  and  safeguarding  the 
security  of  the  Atlantic  area.  By  its  defensive  strength 
including  its  effective  means  of  deterrence,  as  well  as 
by  maintaining  its  solidarity,  the  Alliance  has  produced 
the  basis  for  the  present  marked  reduction  of  tension 
in  Europe.  This  basis  remains  essential  for  the  security 
of  the  Alliance  and  for  progress  towards  a peaceful 
solution  of  outstanding  problems,  including  the  problem 
of  Germany. 

Reunification  of  Germany 

The  Ministers  agreed  on  the  need  for  continued 
efforts  to  achieve  a peaceful  solution  of  the  German 
problem  to  meet  the  German  people’s  fundamental  right 
to  reunification.  So  long  as  Germany  continues  to  be 
divided  there  cannot  be  a genuine  and  stable  settle- 
ment in  Europe. 

The  peaceful  progress  of  Europe  must  proceed  from 
reciprocal  confidence  and  trust  which  will  take  time 
to  grow  from  sustained  policies  of  cooperative  effort 
and  better  understanding  on  both  sides.  It  means 
especially  removing  barriers  to  freer  and  more  friendly 
reciprocal  exchanges  between  countries  of  different 
social  and  economic  systems. 

Quadripartite  Declaration  on  Germany 

The  Council  associated  itself  with  the  views  expressed 
in  the  Declaration  by  the  Governments  of  France,  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  United  States: 

• The  Foreign  Ministers  confirmed  that  their  gov- 
ernments would  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the 
security  and  viability  of  a free  Berlin. 

• The  Foreign  Ministers  of  France,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  took  note  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  to  develop 
human,  economic  and  cultural  contacts  between  the 
two  parts  of  Germany.  These  contacts  aim  in  par- 
ticular at  alleviating  the  human  misery  which  is  a 
result  of  the  partition  of  the  German  people. 

• The  Ministers  re-emphasized  that  the  solution  of 
the  German  question  is  one  of  the  essential  problems 
in  the  relations  between  East  and  West.  This  solution 
can  only  be  achieved  by  peaceful  methods,  on  the  basis 
of  the  right  of  self-determination,  and  through  the 
creation  of  an  atmosphere  of  detente  on  the  continent, 
under  conditions  guaranteeing  the  security  of  all 
countries. 

The  members  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance  have  confirmed 
their  intention  to  continue  their  efforts  to  secure  better 
relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  states  of 


Eastern  Europe  in  the  political,  economic,  social, 
scientific  and  cultural  fields.  They  emphasized  their 
willingness  to  explore  ways  of  developing  cooperation. 
They  moreover  noted  that  contacts,  conversations  and 
agreements  have  recently  increased.  In  the  field  of 
East-West  relations  there  are  clearly  different  ap- 
proaches which  can  be  adopted,  whether  between  indi- 
vidual countries  or  in  a wider  international  framework. 

The  Ministers  approved  recommendations  regarding 
nuclear  planning  and  consultation.  They  agreed  to 
establish  in  NATO  a policy  body  called  the  Nuclear 
Defense  Affairs  Committee,  open  to  all  NATO  coun- 
tries, and,  subordinate  to  it,  a nuclear  planning  group 
of  seven  members. 

Defense  of  Flank  Regions 

The  Ministers  underlined  the  importance  of  the 
defense  of  the  flank  regions  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Area  and  issued  further  guidance  regarding 
the  provision  of  external  reinforcements  in  defense 
emergencies. 

France  did  not  take  part  in  the  discussion  [on  nuclear 
planning  and  on  the  defense  of  flank  regions]  and  did 
not  associate  herself  with  the  corresponding  decisions. 

The  Ministers  expressed  the  hope  that  the  present 
multilateral  tariff  negotiations  (Kennedy  Round) 
would  promote  the  expansion  of  trade.  They  also 
attached  great  importance  to  the  initiatives  designed 
to  overcome  the  existence  of  two  trading  areas  in 
Western  Europe  and  to  facilitate  technical  cooperation 
between  the  European  countries  concerned. 

Technological  Gap 

On  the  initiative  of  the  Italian  Government  there 
was  an  exchange  of  views  on  the  uneven  technological 
development  of  different  countries.  A resolution  on 
measures  to  give  renewed  impetus  to  international 
cooperation  in  the  technological  field  was  adopted. 

The  Ministers  welcomed  the  approval  by  the  United 
Nations  Outer  Space  Committee  of  a draft  treaty  on 
the  peaceful  use  of  outer  space.  They  affirmed  their 
determination  to  continue  to  consult  actively  on  prob- 
lems of  disarmament,  . . . the  proliferation  of  nuclear 
weapons,  and  . . . satisfactory  arms  control  measures. 

In  so  doing  they  hoped  to  bring  about  conditions 
which  could  permit  a gradual  and  balanced  revision  in 
force  levels  on  both  sides. 

At  the  same  time,  they  reaffirmed  their  conviction 
that  no  acceptable  permanent  solution  to  the  question 
of  European  security  is  possible  without  agreement  on 
the  critical  political  problems. 


Page  4 


COMMANDERS  DIGEST 


December  28,  1966 


Army  Signal  Unit 
Honors  AF  Colonel 

Army’s  1st  Signal  Brigade  in  Viet- 
nam has  presented  a certificate  of 
appreciation  to  & U.S.  Air  Force 
colonel. 

Col.  Charles  Y.  Schultz,  former 
commander,  1964th  Communications 
Group  and  director  of  communica- 
tions-electronics,  7th  Air  Force,  re- 
ceived the  honor  from  Brig.  Gen. 
Robert  D.  Terry,  1st  Signal  Brigade 
commander. 

Col.  Schultz  was  cited  for  the  spir- 
it of  cooperation  fostered  by  him  be- 
tween Air  Force  and  Army  units  en- 
gaged in  installing,  operating  and 
maintaining  the  communications  sys- 
tem in  Vietnam. 

Many  communications  facilities  in 
Vietnam  are  shared  or  manned  jointly 
by  1st  Signal  and  1964th  Comm.  Gp. 
units. 

Col.  Schultz  has  been  reassigned  to 
Air  Force  Headquarters  in  Washing- 
ton. 

AF,  AEC  Complete  Tests 
Of  Water  Recovery  System 

The  Air  Force  and  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  have  successfully  tested 
a water  recovery  system  for  use 
aboard  space  vehicles  in  extended 
manned  flights. 

About  500  grams  of  plutonium-238 
were  used  as  a direct  heat  source  for 
an  experimental  water  recovery  sys- 
tem which  converts  human  fluid 
wastes  into  potable  water. 

The  30-day  unmanned  test  took 
place  at  AEC’s  Mound  Laboratory, 
Miamisburg,  Ohio.  Detailed  study 
and  evaluation  of  test  data  is  un- 
derway. 

The  water  recovery  device  tested 
is  part  of  a complete  waste  manage- 
ment system  being  developed  at 
Wright-Patterson  AFB,  Ohio. 

Under  actual  flight  conditions  the 
water-recovery  device  could  operate 
as  long  as  one  year. 


THREE-WAR  COMBAT  VETERAN— 
Col.  Joel  D.  Thorvaldson,  USAF,  vice 
commander,  12th  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing,  is  lighting  his  third  war.  Shot 
down  and  rescued  in  1943  over  New 
Guinea,  Col.  Thorvaldson  has  high 
praise  for  rescue  work  in  Vietnam, 
calling  it  far  superior  to  that  of  earlier 
wars.  His  rescue  took  nine  days  in 
WWII,  compared  to  a few  minutes 
required  in  today's  war. 

Treasury-to-Transportation 
Shift  Nears  for  Coast  Guard 

The  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  will  be 
transferred  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  the  newly-created  De- 
partment of  Transportation  in  sev- 
eral months. 

Coast  Guard  traces  its  history  from 
a little  revenue  fleet  sponsored  in 
1790  by  Treasury  Secretary  Alexand- 
er Hamilton  to  put  down  smuggling. 
Today,  it  serves  as  the  principal 
agency  for  maritime  safety  and  ma- 
rine law  enforcement. 

The  organization  has  participated 
in  every  major  war  fought  by  the 
United  States  including  the  Seminole 
War  in  Florida.  Since  July,  1965,  26 
cutters  of  Coast  Guard  Squadron  One 
have  been  patrolling  the  South  Viet- 
namese coast  to  intercept  movement 
of  men  and  materials  from  North 
Vietnam,  among  other  duties. 


AF  Conducts  Successful 
Re-entry  Vehicle  Launch 

An  Atlas  SLV-III  has  successfully 
boosted  the  first  of  four  projected 
SV-5D  re-entry  vehicles  into  space 
from  Vandenberg  AFB,  Calif. 

The  flight  was  a phase  of  the  Air 
Force  Systems  Command’s  spacecraft 
and  technology  and  advanced  re-entry 
tests  program. 

PRIME — Precision  Recovery  In- 
cluding Maneuvering  Entry — is  the 
second  phase  of  program’s  objectives 
to  test  new  developments  in  space 
hardware  and  to  explore  possibilities 
of,  and  advance  the  technology  for, 
development  of  possible  future 
manned  and  unmanned  lifting  body 
vehicles  with  the  capability  of  space- 
craft in  orbit  and  the  maneuverability 
of  an  aircraft  in  recovery. 

PRIME  is  the  second  phase  of  the 
test  program.  A third  phase  is  sched- 
uled to  be  conducted  with  a manned 
rocket  version  of  the  SV-5  shape. 

The  PRIME  vehicle  is  wedge- 
shaped,  with  a flat  bottom,  rounded 
nose  and  top  surface  and  short,  ver- 
tical tail  fins. 

Present  ballistic  re-entry  vehicles 
are  relatively  inflexible  in  operational 
capabilities. 

AF  C-141  Aircraft  Sets 
Globe  Circling  Record 

A Charleston  AFB,  S.C.,  based 
C-141  Starlifter  has  established  a 
record  by  circling  the  globe  eight 
times  in  as  many  weeks. 

The  Starlifter,  No.  274,  made  eight 
consecutive  globe-circling  runs  on  the 
Military  Airlift  Command’s  “Embassy 
Run,”  a weekly  service  to  worldwide 
U.S.  diplomatic  posts  off  the  heavily- 
traveled  air  routes. 

Aircraft  maintenance  crews  kept 
the  aircraft  on  her  regular  time-table, 
said  Col.  Eldon  S.  Riley,  437th  Or- 
ganizational Maintenance  Sq.  com- 
mander. 

Longest  rest  period  for  the  crew 
during  the  world  flight  was  16  hours 
at  Dhahran,  Saudi  Arabia. 
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